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New Beginnings
This weekend we celebrate the baptism of our Lord. Of course, Jesus doesn’t need to be baptised in a
spiritual sense – he is without sin, but nevertheless baptised he is. Perhaps for him, it is an action of
‘beginning’. A fresh start, a decision to launch, an action to express his resolution. Baptism symbolically
plunges one into death and then from death comes new life. The old is gone, a new life begun. Jesus in his
baptismal action moves into the next phase of his life and invites us to do the same.
All change produces difficulty and opportunity. Our new Mass schedule certainly does, and we are
encouraged and challenged to embrace the change and embark on the next stage of our journey together.
For me, no longer having my regular Sunday evening mass, with its community, is difficult. It is right to
acknowledge loss and to grieve for what is gone, but we know through the Gospel that death leads to new
life.
Together we must hold each other through the pain and look forward and grow. For me it is a decision to
focus on the opportunities that these changes provide – the opportunity to refocus on why it is important to
gather, to explore ways to improve our gatherings, to explore other ways of us connecting and being united
as a whole parish. If we choose to journey through this time together and trust in God’s care, we will thrive
and hear God’s word saying, ‘my favour rests on you.’

David Beresford - Parish Leadership Team

facebook.com/bognorslindoncatholicparish

Requiem in Aeternum

Saturday 8th
OLOS

10am Wellbeing of Margaret Moran

St Richard’s

5pm Intentions of the Priest
The Baptism of the Lord

Sunday 9th

Kathleen & John Eagle RIP

OLOS

9am

OLOS

11am People of the Parish

Monday 10th

St Mary’s
OLOS

9.30am John Harrison RIP
10am Linda Gwen RIP Anniversary

Tuesday 11th
St Anthony’s
OLOS

9.30am Ted Baxter RIP
11am Requiem Josie Townsend RIP

10am Betty Burnett RIP

Thursday 13th
OLOS

10am Margaret & James Roohan RIP

Friday 14th
OLOS

10am Betty Burnett RIP

Saturday 15th
OLOS
St Anthony’s

Bernard Davis RIP
We also remember all whose
anniversaries occur about this time:
Denis Lindsell, Canon Dennis Barry,
Joan de Poortere, Madeleine
O’Gorman, Megan Spence, Olive
Harrison, Wendy Willcocks, Catherine
Thomas, Chris Baker, Linda Givern,
Veronica Mathe, Thomas Byrne,
Catherine Higgins, Sheila Burke, Patsy
Cox, Philomena Dunk, Margaret
Roohan, George Goodheart, Baby
Patrick Mersey, Dorothy Pike, Mary
Kate Martin, Eileen Pichford, Joan
Gamage

Prayers For The Sick
Your prayers are asked for

Wednesday 12th

OLOS

Your prayers are asked for all
those who have died recently:

10am Trevor Sutton RIP
5pm In Thanksgiving

Sunday 16th

Second Sunday - Year C
People of the Parish

OLOS

9am

OLOS

11am Lionel & Ivy Short RIP

Crib Collection
Our Christmas Crib Offering will be donated to
the Catholic Children’s Society.
Gift Aid envelopes are available at the crib where you’ll also
find a QR code for online donations.

Marie Bentley, Edward Earl, Baby Millie
Bedford, Richard Green, Neil Evans,
Baby Menssa, Teresa Willcocks, Sue
Brayton, Chris & Sarah Simmons,
Mercedes Alvarez, Harold Pinkney,
Kevin Blake, Kathy Kramer, Jo Soriano,
Bridget Orfila, Baby Samuel, Vic Wood,
Anthony Simpson, Theresa McCaffie,
Mary McGuire, Peter Bardin, Jane
Hazelgrove, Brenda Cremmen, Tina
Miles, Jo Oates, Peggy Lennon, Theresa
Mulvaney, Richard Hazelgrove, Jo
Cowie, Mary Gabrielle Gregory, Patrick
Dwyer, Trish & Don Osborne, John
Carr, Arthur Wicks, Moira Deefholts,
Susanne Tidmas-Cole, Teresa Sweeney
Please contact the Parish Office of any
changes or additions to our Prayers.

Sacrament of the Sick
Please contact Fr Chris or Fr Graham
Tel 01243 823619

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10.30 - 11am or by
appointment.

Adoration - Fridays after 10am Mass in
Our Lady of Sorrows until 2pm .
Could you come and spend one hour with the
Lord? Praying for the parish, for the Pope,
for the world? Maybe this could be your New Year’s
resolution... If you could help please contact Charles
Yarham (rooksfold@btinternet.com / 01243 582908)
to add your name to the rota. Help is particularly
needed with the 11am to 12pm slot.

Celebrating baptism
Is a joy for families, and for the parish
family, and we’re delighted to welcome
families looking to celebrate this
wonderful gift of God.
The dates for the next preparation course are
Tuesdays 25th January and 1st February.
To register, please contact Angela on
07760 224302.

Parish Discussion Group
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 19th January at 7.30pm on Zoom. The subject will be Refugees Good News or Bad News? How do we respond in the light of the Gospel? Our speaker is Karen
Goldsmith who taught and worked for the Diocese for many years. Now retired, she works as a volunteer
supporting refugee aid. This talk can be accessed by using the link, www.bognorcatholicparish.co.uk/

It's not too late to sign up to our annual diocesan Justice & Peace Assembly 'To a Safer
Shore?' taking place Saturday 15 January, 9.45am - 2pm online. The Assembly will explore
the considerable difficulties and challenges faced by individuals and families who are compelled to leave
their homes and seek safety - and longed for sanctuary - in countries that can be considerable distances
from their homes.
Speakers include Aidan Cantwell, from the Jesuit Refugee Service who will explore current legislation in
the UK and how best we can respond, Karen Goldsmith, who has first-hand experience of the refugee
crisis, having spent time volunteering at a refugee camp in Chios, Greece, Canon Rob Esdaile who will
provide insight on Pope Francis' Encyclical Fratelli Tutti and John Paul de Quay, from the Ecological
Conversion Group, who will examine the links between the plight of refugees and climate crisis. You can
find out more and book your free place here

St Anthony’s meeting on Monday 17th January at 7.30pm in the Social Room.
All members of the congregation are warmly invited to attend to contribute or listen to the discussion
about facilities and services at St Anthony’s. We aim to meet every three to four months.
You do not have to join us on a regular basis, although new people are very much welcomed, particularly
some younger members or helpers!

Meeting at St Richard’s Slindon: to share ideas on the way forward, all very welcome. Tuesday
January 11th at 6pm in the church.

World Day of Prayer Coffee Morning has been postponed from Monday 17th January and will now
take place on Monday 7th February from 10.30am to 12.30pm in the Parish Centre. We look forward to
seeing you there, all welcome.

Parish Shop Volunteers Needed Since re-opening the shop has proved popular, if you can spend an
hour after Mass to help the shop be more available to parishioners please contact the Parish Office or
Abby for more information.

Parish Directories are now available in the churches - please do pick up a copy. The Diocesan
Directory for 2022 is also now available in the Parish Shop, cost £5.

Faith in the family – preparation for First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion
Many thanks to those who were able to make our meeting before Christmas when we began to think
about how we work together to support families pass on the faith to children. It was a very informative
meeting and has helped develop our thinking about preparation for the Sacraments. There’s a letter for
families at the door of the Church which invites parents to be part of the Parenting for Faith course as
the first step towards sacramental preparation. All families are welcome to these meetings, regardless of
whether you’re thinking of preparation for children this year or in years to come. One mother who took
part in a course previously said she wished she’d done it earlier! We look forward to seeing you and
supporting you and your children in your journey of faith.

CAFOD Afghanistan Appeal
The humanitarian situation in Afghanistan is deteriorating. Hundreds of thousands of Afghans fled their
homes, compounding an existing crisis following periods of drought and decades of conflict. As winter
approaches, millions of people face hunger and extreme poverty. CAFOD have launched an emergency
appeal – more details here. Please donate to support CAFOD – here – and pray for all those affected in
the region.

Thank you
Thank you for all your beautiful and inspirational Christmas cards and for your many gifts which helped
me have a very merry and rather fattening Christmas! Thank you for your generous monetary
contributions. It has given me much joy to forward them on the the DePaul Charity It is a charity
inspired by St Vincent de Paul which provides homeless youngsters a safe place to sleep and support for
their future. Thank you and God bless you.

Fr Graham
... and from Fr Chris!
Very many thanks to everyone for their cards, gifts , good wishes and prayers over the Christmas season.
It is all very much appreciated. With my prayers for you all.

The Synodal Path
We can confirm that a discussion group will be meeting on Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. starting on
Tuesday 11th January in the Parish office and continuing on the 18th and 25th. They will address the
questions posed by Pope Francis in the Synodal process as outlined in the briefing document For a
Synodal Church, Communion, Participation, Mission, Participants’ Guide which can be found at https://
www.abdiocese.org.uk/synod or from the Parish office.
We would welcome additional participants, ideally to attend all these sessions or join at some point. If
you would like to participate in this process please contact Graham Duxbury (g.duxbury@hotmail.co.uk
07768002043).
Our ‘Journey of Hope’ meetings in the autumn last year showed that many in the Parish have strong
feelings on subjects at the core of the Synodal enquiry. It would be good to pull some of this together in
our forthcoming conversations.
We reiterate that individuals are welcome to use the Guide materials, and feedback on their own to the
Bishops Office.

Sunday 30th January at 3pm, St Peter’s Church, Church Road, East Wittering PO20 8PS
‘Let all who are thirsty come...’ a moment for peace, reflection and prayer
Ecumenical Service of Prayer and Reflection with music from Taizé. Refreshments to follow.

