
 

The Catholic Parish of Bognor Regis and Slindon 

6th September 2026 - Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A 

Parish Secretary: Caroline Battersby - bognor@abdiocese.org.uk 
Parish Administrator: Abigail Leggatt (for property matters) - admin.bognor@abdiocese.org.uk  
Parish Safeguarding Rep: Liz Bedford - 07456 420108 / sg1.bognor@abdiocese.org.uk 

 
The Parish Centre, Hislop Walk, Bognor Regis, West Sussex, PO21 1LP Tel: (01243) 823619   

Email: bognor@abdiocese.org.uk    Website: www.bognorcatholicparish.co.uk 
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Our Lady of Sorrows, Clarence Road, Bognor Regis, PO21 1JX 

St Anthony of Viareggio, Gossamer Lane, Bognor Regis, PO21 3DD 

St Richard of Chichester, Top Road, Slindon, BN18 0RG 
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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School Head of School Mrs Kathryn Cole  
Glamis Street, Bognor Regis, West Sussex PO21 1DJ Tel: (01243) 822287 Email: ofice@stmarysbognor.co.uk 

St Philip Howard Catholic School Headteacher: Mr Tim Hulse 
Elm Grove South, Barnham, West Sussex PO22 0EN Tel: (01243) 552055 Email: office@sphcs.co.uk C
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Monthly Reflection from around the Deanery 

Sometimes we have to look hard to find the good news in a passage of Scripture—like today’s first reading. “If I say 
to the wicked: ‘O wicked one, you shall surely die’, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, 
that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand.” Where’s the good news in 
that? 

Well, it’s the fact that God didn’t say, “If I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die’, then serve him right. Let him 
rot!” He said: You must warn him; you must still care for him; you must help him to see that the way he is behaving 
is actually hurting himself, and others as well. And Jesus, speaking in the same vein in the Gospel, says “If he listens 
to you, you have gained your brother.” So even when people do things wrong, they don’t stop being our brothers 
and sisters. We should still care for them deeply—precisely as Jesus does for all of us. 

Christ’s attitude towards us sinners is not to condemn, but to reach out to us in love and compassion, and call us to 

conversion. When we do something wrong—whatever it is—we are not rubbish. Jesus never writes us off or hates 

us. We are still His beloved brother or sister; someone He cares about deeply; someone He longs to forgive; 

someone He is willing to lay down His life for on the Cross. And that’s pretty good news! 

Fr Stephen Dingley 

We are very pleased to welcome Fr Nick Harden to the Catholic Parish of Bognor Regis and Slindon. Fr Nick comes 

to us from the Parish of Our Lady and the Saints of Sussex and will be taking on pastoral responsibility for our parish 

community. He will officially be appointed our Parish Priest when Bishop Stephen arrives in the Diocese. 

His first weekend with us will be 3rd/4th October. Please join us in offering Fr Nick a warm welcome as he begins this 

new chapter of ministry with us. 

Please keep Fr Nick, our Parish and the wider Diocesan community in your prayers at this time. 

A Warm Welcome to Fr Nick Harden 



Second Collection next weekend 
Will be in aid of St Philip Howard 
Catholic School Mission Week. 

Donations can be made in the basket or 
on the contactless machines 

Requiem in Aeternum 

Your prayers are asked for all those 
who have died recently. 

We also remember all whose 
anniversaries occur about this time: 

Sharon Fryer, Mary Brett, Ran Banton, 
Johanna Sullivan, Isidro Claveria, 

Kathleen Lee, Maria Consuela Vega, 
Liam & John Deasy 

Prayers For The Sick 

Your prayers are asked for: 
Jo Maginnis, Catherine Wells, Vivi 

Brooks, Pete Snook, Bridget Orfelia, 
Peter Brook, Fr Sebastian Paul, Joan 
Sheilds, Arthur Wicks, Edward Earl, 

Hilary Ceppa, Teresa Willcocks, Lucia 
Elsom, Mo Moore, Janet Smith, Baby 

Elliott and Seumas Lavery 
At the end of each month, this list of 
friends and parishioners who are sick 
will be brought to the altar with the 

prayer intentions on the Prayer Board at 
OLS.  The new month will begin a new list. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Is available after weekday Masses at 
Our Lady of Sorrows and in the half 
hour before the Saturday Vigil and  

Sunday Masses.  Or, by appointment. 

Saturday 5th   

St Richard’s     9.30am Intentions of the Priest 

OLOS                      6pm Paula Rathke RIP 

Sunday 6th Twenty-Third Sunday  

OLOS                     9am* Anthony Cox RIP Anniversary 

OLOS                  11am* People of the Parish 

Monday 7th  

OLOS                  10am* Richard Anthony Bull RIP 

Tuesday 8th Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

St Anthony’s    9.30am Katie Moran RIP 

Wednesday 9th  

OLOS                  10am* Intentions of the Priest 

Thursday 10th  

OLOS                     7pm Intentions of Catherine 

Friday 11th  

OLOS                 10am* Intentions of the Priest 

Saturday 12th  

St Richard’s       9.30am Intentions of the Priest 

OLOS                       6pm Intentions of Antonia Rolls 

Sunday 13th Twenty-Fourth Sunday 

OLOS                      9am* People of the Parish 

OLOS                    11am* Lourdes Pilgrimage in Thanksgiving 

Mondays after 10am Mass 
Prayers in honour of St Peregrine - Patron Saint of Cancer 

*These Masses will be livestreamed on the parish website 
www.bognorcatholicparish.co.uk  

Adoration 
During time spent in the presence of 
the Lord your prayers are particularly 
asked for an end to the continuing 
conflict in the Middle East, Ukraine and 
in so many other places around the 
world.   

Please also pray for those discerning the 
vocation of priesthood. 

Adoration Our Lady of Sorrows  
Wednesdays after 10am Mass until 11.30am 

Adoration and Rosary - St Richard’s 
Wednesdays 9.30am to 10.30am  

Adoration - St Anthony’s 
Thursdays 11.30am to 12.30pm 

Rosary - Lady Chapel Our Lady of Sorrows 
Fridays after 10am Mass 

Rosary for Life 
Led by The Knights of St Columba in  
Our Lady of Sorrows, Lady Chapel at 
7pm on Monday 14th September. 

Masses in Polish 
Saturday 6pm St Anthony’s 

Sunday  9am St Anthony’s    4pm Our Lady of Sorrows 



Bible Study Group 
A monthly Bible Study Group, led by Fr Peter Coxe and David Beresford starting on Wednesday 9th September at 
St Anthony’s, Rose Green at 7pm.  In the first meeting Fr Peter Coxe will examine the Book of Psalms, their 
historical settings, their meaning and how they were used.  If you have a favourite Psalm you would like to learn 
more about, or to share with the group, please bring it along. 

Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows  
Tuesday 15th September is the Patronal Feast day of our Church.  Mass that day will be at 7pm, followed 
by a shared supper in the parish centre. If you are able please bring something to eat or drink to share 
with fellow parishioners and guests. 

Children’s Liturgy 
Children’s Liturgy runs in the Parish centre every Sunday in term time at 11am mass.  It is primarily for 4–8-year-
old children but older children may attend at the discretion of the catechists present. Pre-school children should be 
accompanied by a parent.  A NEW registration form needs to be filled in for each child at the beginning of the 
school year in September. These forms are available in the church and on the parish website and should be 
returned to the parish office.  ideally before the first session on 12th September.  If registration has not been 
completed, then a parent needs to attend with your child/children. 

We START the liturgy in the Parish Centre and RETURN to Church for the Offertory. 

Parents are required to bring their children directly over to the Parish Centre (before the start of mass) from 
10.45am; you need to inform the registering catechist before leaving your children, so their attendance is noted, to 
ensure their safety.  Please remember to inform your children where you will be sitting in the Church, so they can 
find you when they return.  

Please note that places may be limited if there are not enough adults available to lead the sessions.  Parents who 
attend are only responsible for their own children.  If you are interested in helping with Children’s Liturgy please 
speak to Annette Moyart who can be contacted via the parish office. 

KSC Annual Family Quiz Night in memory of Rev Deacon Alistair Anderson 
Saturday 19th September, 7.30pm to 9.30pm in the Parish Centre.  A quiz of two halves, refreshments/raffle/fun!  
Tickets available after all Sunday Masses, £1 each. 

Lourdes Pilgrimage 
The 11am Mass on Sunday 13th September will be offered in thanksgiving from all  38 pilgrims and helpers, Red 
and Purple shirts from the Parish who journeyed together for the Lourdes Pilgrimage in July. 

Tricia Evans writes of her experience: 

I have had the most wonderful week with the Arundel & Brighton Pilgrimage to Lourdes. 

I have wanted to go to Lourdes for a long time with the pilgrimage but this was my first time. Everyone was so 
kind, caring and happy to help and talk to each other.  If only the world could be like Lourdes, I felt so safe and 
secure there, I imagine Heaven is like that or even better. 

Nothing was too much for any of the helpers, it was truly great, though an exhausting six days.  I cannot wait to go 
back next year. 

Memorial Concert  
Abbot Stephen Ortiger Memorial Concert being held on 22nd November at Worth Abbey. Net proceeds will be split 
50:50 between the Fr Stephen Ortiger Bursary Fund and the Diocese of Arundel & Brighton Lourdes Pilgrimage 
  
It has been composed by Julian Gairdner, an alumnus of Worth School, Abbatial Requiem will be performed by 
London-based choir Vox Cordis alongside Worthian singers. 



Welcome to the Parish  If you are new to the parish or visiting on holiday please introduce yourself 

to one of the Welcomers in the church at the Saturday evening and Sunday Masses. They will be happy to 
help with introductions and any queries you may have.  New parishioners, please let us know that you 
are here and register on the parish website: www.bognorcatholicparish.co.uk 

‘Abraham’ (a course for those over 70ish) 
A series of 5 days with the Chemin Neuf Community to look at the possibilities as we age at The Priory, 
Storrington, RH20 4LN. 10am to 4pm,  Thursday 24th September, 8th October, 22nd October, 5th 
November & 19th November.  Explore your life now or in the future.  It’s never too late.  God called 
Abraham when he was 75!   

For more details and to book, contact Felicity Hadley Email: storrington@chemin-neuf.org. or visit the 
website: www.chemin-neuf.org.uk  

Rosary for Life The Knights of St Columba are organising a monthly Rosary for Life on Monday evenings 
at 7pm in Our Lady of Sorrows, Lady Chapel on the second Monday of the month.  The next Rosary is on 
Monday September, 14th.  All are welcome. 

Year of St Francis 
This year has been proclaimed by Pope Leo as a Special Jubilee Year of St Francis, who died 800 years ago 
on October 3rd. To celebrate this year The Church of Our Lady and St Francis, Midhurst has invited Fr 
Michael O’Grady OFM to speak to us about the message of St Francis for the world of today, on Saturday 
September 19th. Mass at 10.30am in the Church (Bepton Road, Midhurst GU29 9HD) will be followed by 
coffee and the talk in the adjacent hall. All welcome.  

Safeguarding 
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. If you have a worry or concern, please share it with Liz Bedford, 
the Parish Safeguarding Representative, (Tel 07456 420108 or Email sg.1.bognor@abdiocese.org.uk)
rather than feeling uncertain or doing nothing. While we want to help and support individuals, we must 
also respect data protection and everyone’s right to a private life, so information should only be shared 
appropriately. There may be situations that appear concerning; however, if someone is considered to 
have mental capacity, we may not always be able to intervene or resolve the issue. 

       Confirmation 2027 
Calling all young adults typically aged 14-15 / Year 10: Is God calling you to receive 
the Sacrament of Confirmation? You are invited to discern this alongside other 
young adults in our parish. 

Register your interest via bognorcatholicparish.co.uk/confirmation 

Discernment begins in early October, with a parents' meeting beforehand.  

Youth Café and Altar Servers As we prepare for the new academic year, all families will be asked to 

update their children’s details.  If you have any questions about Youth Café or Altar Servers, please speak 
to Tony Lucas who can be contacted via the parish office. 

Emmaus Group - Accompanying people enquiring about Catholic faith 
Our Emmaus Group is a gathering that helps people to explore the Catholic faith and what it means to 

live as a follower of Jesus as part of the Catholic community and to prepare for full communion with the 

Church through the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and the Eucharist.   

The next meeting will be on  Tuesday 8th September at 7.30pm in the Parish Centre.  If you, or anyone 

you know, would be interested in joining the group, please do come along.  All are welcome. 


