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What a challenge the readings set out for us this week! How will you respond?

In Romans 12.v.2 Paul reminds us “Do no be conformed to this world, but transformed by the renewal of your
mind...” To me this suggests that we may need to replace old ways of thinking, so that our behaviour and
actions reflect God’s unfailing love for all mankind. With constant bombardment from a range of media steams
this can be very hard to do. Allowing oneself to find some time and space to think and reflect can help us —
maybe now and again, taking a day away from listening and watching the news could provide a few minutes to
try and figure out what God is wanting to say to us, and allow us time to think, reflect and formulate a
meaningful response.

In the Gospel reading Jesus tells Peter he is “a hinderance” because he is not setting his mind on “the things of
God, but on the things of man.” That’s a pretty strong rebuke — but conversely, | find this rather encouraging
because look how, over time, Peter did change his thinking and actions — with world-changing consequences!

Across the world there are ordinary people of all ages supporting those in need. Including many in our own
Parish and local area. CAFOD has volunteers worldwide who strive daily to not fall into the trap of copying the
behaviour and values of their surrounding culture. Who work to provide shelter, advice, support to rebuild
lives, to campaign for a just and lasting peace, to stand up to governments and large corporations and give
hope to those in times of disaster.

You will find plenty of good news on the CAFOD website — www.cafod.org.uk. There are many examples of
challenging situations — but also about the positive steps being taken to support those in need by people who
have listened to Paul’s advice and are not being conformed to this world but are being transformed by the
renewal of their mind through God’s grace and the encouragement and prayers from Christian communities
across the globe.

Sue O'Boyle - CAFOD Together Group

For more information on the Parish CAFOD Together group, please contact Sue 07743 074172
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Requiem in Aeternum

Saturday 29th August The Passion of St John the Baptist
St Richard’s  9.30am Intentions of the Priest

OLOS 6pm  |Anthony Meheux RIP Anniversary
Sunday 30th Twenty Second Sunday
OLOS 9am* [Deceased of the Wildsmith Family
OLOS 1lam* People of the Parish

Monday 31st

OLOS 10am Private Intention

Tuesday 1st September

Your prayers are asked for allthose
who have died recently.

We also remember allwhose
anniversaries occur about this time:
Sue Jones, Michael Royall, Joan

Merrien, Bernard Joseph Butler, Paul
Treanor, Tessa Lockwood, Delia
O’Halloran, Anthony Meheux, Hugh
Meenan, Anthony Cox, David
Symington, Mary Moorey, Rosario
Bonfiglio, lan Bell, Paul Kilcoyne, Ann
Holste, Peter Jones, John Gardner,
John Maginnis, Peg Kimber, Win
Corbett

Prayers For The Sick

Your prayers are asked for:

Jo Maginnis, Catherine Wells, Vivi
Brooks, Pete Snook, Bridget Orfelia,
Peter Brook, Fr Sebastian Paul, Joan
Sheilds, Arthur Wicks, Edward Earl,
Hilary Ceppa, Teresa Willcocks, Lucia

Elsom, Mo Moore, Janet Smith, Baby
Elliott
At the end of each month, this list of
friends and parishioners who are sick
will be brought to the altar with the
prayer intentions on the Prayer Board at
OLS. The new month will begin a new list.

St Anthony’s 9.30am |No Mass

Wednesday 2nd

OLOS 10am* Requiem: Theresa Bradley RIP
Thursday 3rd St Gregory the Great
OLOS 7pm Ann Holste RIP Anniversary
Friday 4th

OLoS 10am* Elizabeth (Betty) Hennessy RIP
Saturday 5th

St Richard’s  9.30am |Intentions of the Priest

OLOoS 6pm | Paula Rathke RIP

Sunday 6th Twenty-Third Sunday
OLOS 9am* |Anthony Cox RIP Anniversary
OLOS 1lam* [People of the Parish

*These Masses will be livestreamed on the parish website
www.bognorcatholicparish.co.uk

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Is available after weekday Masses at
Our Lady of Sorrows and in the half

hour before the Saturday Vigil and

Sunday Masses. Or, by appointment.
Tel: 01243 823619

Masses in Polish
Saturday 6pm St Anthony’s

Sunday  9am St Anthony’s 4pm Our Lady of Sorrows

Mondays after 10am Mass
Prayers in honour of St Peregrine - Patron Saint of Cancer

Adoration Our Lady of Sorrows
Wednesdays after 10am Mass until 11.30am
Adoration and Rosary - St Richard’s

Wednesdays 9.30am to 10.30am
Adoration - St Anthony’s
Thursdays 11.30am to 12.30pm
Rosary - Lady Chapel Our Lady of Sorrows
Fridays after 10am Mass

Adoration
During time spent in the presence of
the Lord your prayers are particularly
asked for an end to the continuing
conflict in the Middle East, Ukraine and
in so many other places around the
world.

Please also pray for those discerning the
vocation of priesthood.

The Parish Office will be closed
Thursday 27th August to Monday 7th
September
For urgent matters please contact the
Parish Administrator, Abby Leggatt
Email admin.bognor@abdiocese.org.uk




Dear Sisters and Brothers,

| know | owe you an explanation for the reason | have stepped aside from my duties as your parish priest.
| will try to do that as best | can. | apologise most of all for its suddenness.

As many of you know, my wife of over 40 years, Helen, died 3% years ago. This has been a loss to me
that | have felt every one of the days since. | know that others who have been bereaved of a spouse
share many of my feelings about this and will understand.

Since that time, | have been learning to cope with the feelings of sadness, grief, and loneliness that have
ensued. Sometimes it’s ok and others not. But this has left me stretched, anxious, sad and feeling lonely
and unable to deal with the necessary and important parts of leading a complex thing such as a parish
community. The busy-ness and demands of being a parish priest have also meant that | have neglected
those closest to me.

Celebrating the Mass with you Sunday by Sunday has been such a privilege and has brought me the
greatest of joy. As has presiding over your families’ funerals and baptisms. It has been a privilege to
assure you of God’s compassion and forgiveness in the sacrament of reconciliation. I’'m grateful for
everyone of you that takes part or contributes to the beauty of what we do as priest and people. I'm
grateful for all the people who achieve so much in all the various parts of the parish life by volunteering
their time, skills and energies in such a dedicated way. I’'m proud of our young people showing such
great commitment to the gospel and using their skills and talents to make our liturgy beautiful. It’s not
all down to the priest by any means here in Bognor and Slindon Parish.

But the leadership and vision are, to a large extent, the responsibility of the priest and | have realised
somewhat suddenly that | don’t have the energy to fulfil all the things that need attention paying to
them. You should have, and you need, a priest who can devote their energies to leading the parish
through the great changes and challenges that we are all faced with. | know that Canon Jonathan Martin
(the Diocesan Administrator), working with Fr Con Foley (the Dean) and other members of the Deanery
will do all they can to ensure parish life continues as fully as possible. And I? I'm going to try to get well
again, spend time with friends and family and hopefully, soon, come back to service within the Diocese.

| assure you of my prayers and love. | thank you for all you have given to me and shared with me over
these last two years. | wish you all the best for the future and will pray for you continually and ask only
that you pray for me, as | know many of you do so generously already.

With love and prayers and thanks,
Fr David Benedict

Are you dealing with a bereavement? Or with another significant loss in your life? And
would you like some support?
The Parish Ministry of consolation team invite you to drop in to the Parish Centre for some chat, some
prayer, and some refreshment, from 6pm on Thursday 3rd September (We will finish in time for Mass at
7pm).

Bible Study Group
A monthly Bible Study Group, led by Fr Peter Coxe and David Beresford starting on Wednesday 9th
September at St Anthony’s, Rose Green at 7pm. In the first meeting Fr Peter Coxe will examine the Book
of Psalms, their historical settings, their meaning and how they were used. If you have a favourite Psalm
you would like to learn more about, or to share with the group, please bring it along.

Safeguarding
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. If you have a worry or concern, please share it with Liz Bedford,
the Parish Safeguarding Representative, (Tel 07456 420108 or Email sg.1.bognor@abdiocese.org.uk)
rather than feeling uncertain or doing nothing. While we want to help and support individuals, we must
also respect data protection and everyone’s right to a private life, so information should only be shared
appropriately. There may be situations that appear concerning; however, if someone is considered to
have mental capacity, we may not always be able to intervene or resolve the issue.




Welcome to the Parish If you are new to the parish or visiting on holiday please introduce yourself
to one of the Welcomers in the church at the Saturday evening and Sunday Masses. They will be happy to
help with introductions and any queries you may have. New parishioners, please let us know that you
are here and register on the parish website: www.bognorcatholicparish.co.uk

Emmaus Group - Accompanying people enquiring about Catholic faith
Our Emmaus Group is a gathering that helps people to explore the Catholic faith and what it means to
live as a follower of Jesus as part of the Catholic community and to prepare for full communion with the
Church through the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and the Eucharist.

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 8th September at 7.30pm in the Parish Centre. If you, or anyone
you know, would be interested in joining the group, please do come along. All are welcome.

Confirmation 2027
Calling all young adults typically aged 14-15 / Year 10: Is God calling you to receive
the Sacrament of Confirmation? You are invited to discern this alongside other
young adults in our parish.
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Discernment begins in early October, with a parents' meeting beforehand.

KSC Annual Family Quiz Night in memory of Rev Deacon Alistair Anderson

Saturday 19th September, 7.30pm to 9.30pm in the Parish Centre. A quiz of two halves, refreshments/
raffle/fun! Tickets available after all Sunday Masses, £1 each.

Children’s Liturgy
Children’s Liturgy runs in the Parish centre every Sunday in term time at 11am mass. It is primarily for 4—
8-year-old children but older children may attend at the discretion of the catechists present. Pre-school
children should be accompanied by a parent. A NEW registration form needs to be filled in for each
child at the beginning of the school year in September. These forms are available in the church and on
the parish website and should be returned to the parish office, ideally before the first session on 12
September. If registration has not been completed, then a parent needs to attend with your child/
children.

We START the liturgy in the Parish Centre and RETURN to Church for the Offertory.

Parents are required to bring their children directly over to the Parish Centre (before the start of mass)
from 10.45am; you need to inform the registering catechist before leaving your children, so their
attendance is noted, to ensure their safety. Please remember to inform your children where you will be
sitting in the Church, so they can find you when they return.

Please note that places may be limited if there are not enough adults available to lead the sessions.
Parents who attend are only responsible for their own children. If you are interested in helping with
Children’s Liturgy please speak to Annette Moyart who can be contacted via the parish office.

Youth Café and Altar Servers
As we prepare for the new academic year, all families will be asked to update their children’s details. If
you have any questions about Youth Café or Altar Servers, please speak to Tony Lucas who can be
contacted via the parish office.

Year of St Francis
This year has been proclaimed by Pope Leo as a Special Jubilee Year of St Francis, who died 800 years ago
on October 3". To celebrate this year The Church of Our Lady and St Francis, Midhurst has invited Fr
Michael O’Grady OFM to speak to us about the message of St Francis for the world of today, on Saturday
September 19™. Mass at 10.30am in the Church (Bepton Road, Midhurst GU29 9HD) will be followed by
coffee and the talk in the adjacent hall. All welcome.




