
 

The Catholic Parish of Bognor Regis and Slindon 

23rd November 2025 - Our Lord Jesus Christ, Universal King- Year C 

Fr David Benedict Osborne - david.osborne@abdiocese.org.uk  
Fr Tomasz Mezyk (Polish Mission) - 07771 413345 

Parish Secretary: Caroline Battersby - bognor@abdiocese.org.uk 
Parish Administrator: Abigail Leggatt (for building matters) - admin.bognor@abdiocese.org.uk  
Parish Safeguarding Rep: Liz Bedford - 07456 420108 / sg1.bognor@abdiocese.org.uk 
Please Note new email for Liz Bedford Parish Safeguarding Rep 

The Parish Centre, Hislop Walk, Bognor Regis, West Sussex, PO21 1LP Tel: (01243) 823619   
Email: bognor@abdiocese.org.uk    Website: www.bognorcatholicparish.co.uk 
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Our Lady of Sorrows, Clarence Road, Bognor Regis, PO21 1JX 

St Anthony of Viareggio, Gossamer Lane, Bognor Regis, PO21 3DD 

St Richard of Chichester, Top Road, Slindon, BN18 0RG 
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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School Head of School Mrs Kathryn Cole B’Ed Hon NPQH  
            Executive Headteacher: Mr Peter Edgington BA (Hons) NPQH  
Glamis Street, Bognor Regis, West Sussex PO21 1DJ Tel: (01243) 822287 Email: ofice@stmarysbognor.co.uk 
St Philip Howard Catholic School Headteacher: Mr Tim Hulse 
Elm Grove South, Barnham, West Sussex PO22 0EN Tel: (01243) 552055 Email: office@sphcs.co.uk C
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Christ the King 

When our readings start with the words “In those days” or “At that time”, as the first reading and the Gospel 
this week do, I always feel especially alert and eager to hear what they might say.  I’m not sure why, perhaps 
because – almost like the beginning of stories we hear as children – it seems to demand attention to sit up and 
listen and to immediately situate us in a different time and place. 

Today’s feast of Christ the King was first celebrated in 1925, 100 years ago and “at that time” there was 
upheaval and chaos in the world, in the aftermath of the catastrophic World War, great empires collapsing 
changing the established world order and extreme alternatives emerging.  The feast reminded the world that 
there was a different vision of living offered by Jesus, a reminder we need in these days of unpredictability and 
continuing injustice. 

St Paul gives us a breathtaking vision of Christ at the centre of creation, of history and of our lives.  Yet this 
Christ the King isn’t richly robed and has nothing to do with power or ruling as we usually understand it, when 
we see some of those in power pursuing war, injustice or sowing discord.  Instead, He offers love, forgiveness 
and His own vulnerability on the cross.  One of the criminals hanging beside him on the cross acknowledges 
Jesus’ kingship and addresses him intimately by name: Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

Jesus doesn’t see the stereotype nor past of this man, only the repentant person before him in that moment.   
In His response, there is no delay, or testing whether the man is really repentant:  Truly I tell you, today you will 
be with me in paradise.  The very last words that Jesus speaks to another human being before He dies are 
words of welcome to the criminal being crucified alongside Him. 

The work – and the joy - for us is to continue to try to establish Christ the King’s own Kingdom here in our small 
corner of His vineyard. He has given us His pattern to follow, of loving and serving, in whatever small ways we 
are able.  As St Mother Teresa of Calcutta said: We cannot do great things only little things done in great love”.  
As we move into Advent, a time of renewal and a new liturgical year, we can all renew our commitment to 
giving food to the hungry, water to the thirsty, clothes to the naked, welcoming a stranger, visiting the sick and 
the prisoners and other corporal works of mercy.  And then we too will be able to go rejoicing to the house of 
the Lord. 

Jennifer Hutton 

facebook.com/bognorslindoncatholicparish 



Requiem in Aeternum 

Your prayers are asked for all those 
who have died recently. 

We also remember all whose 
anniversaries occur about this time: 

Rachel Cookson, Shirley Hogg, Eddie 
Rafferty, Martin Byrne, Patricia 

Gregory, Patrick Smyth, Phyllis Brown, 
Frank Carty, Donald Grixoni, Elisabeth 
Sayers, Fr Stanley Burt, Anne Regan, 

John Eagle, Peggy Lennon 

Prayers For The Sick 

Your prayers are asked for: 
Fr Sebastian Paul, Dexter Greenwood, 

Lisa Edwards, Joan Sheilds, Arthur 
Wicks, Michael King, Edward Earl, 

Hilary Ceppa, Teresa Willcocks, Lucia 
Elsom, Mo Moore, Janet Smith, Baby 

Elliott, Paula Rathke 
At the end of each month, this list of 
friends and parishioners who are sick 
will be brought to the altar with the 

prayer intentions on the Prayer Board at 
OLS.  The new month will begin a new list. 

Rosary - Lady Chapel Our Lady of Sorrows 
Wednesdays after 10am Mass 

Adoration and Rosary - St Richard’s 
Wednesdays 9.30am to 10.30am  

Adoration - St Anthony’s 
Thursdays 11.30am to 12.30pm 

Adoration Our Lady of Sorrows  
Fridays after 10am Mass until 11.30am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Is available after weekday Masses at 
Our Lady of Sorrows and in the half 
hour before the Saturday Vigil and  

Sunday Masses.  Or, by appointment. 

Sacrament of the Sick 
Please contact Fr David  

Tel 01243 823619 

Masses in Polish 
Saturday 6pm St Anthony’s 
Sunday  9am St Anthony’s    4pm Our Lady of Sorrows 

Saturday 22nd St Cecilia 

St Richard’s     9.30am Romeo Batten-Johnson RIP 

OLOS                     6pm Frank Bradwell RIP 

Sunday 23rd Our Lord Jesus Christ, Universal King 

OLOS                   9am* Owen Morgan RIP 

OLOS                 11am* People of the Parish 

Monday 24th St Andrew Dung-Lac & Companions 

OLOS                    10am Eddie Martin RIP 

Tuesday 25th  

St Anthony’s   9.30am Private Intention 

Wednesday 26th  

OLOS                  10am* Peter Brown RIP 

Thursday 27th  

OLOS                6.30pm Peter Brown RIP 

Friday 28th  

OLOS                 10am* Peter Brown RIP 

Saturday 29th  

St Richard’s     9.30am Keith Owers RIP 

OLOS                     6pm Marie Gavin RIP 

Sunday 30th First Sunday of Advent 

OLOS                   9am* People of the Parish 

OLOS                  11am* Staff & Pupils of St Mary’s 

Adoration 
During time spent in the presence of 
the Lord your prayers are particularly 
asked for an end to the continuing 
conflict in Gaza, Ukraine and in so many 
other places around the world. 

Please also pray for those discerning the 
vocation of priesthood. 

Mondays after 10am Mass 
Prayers in honour of St Peregrine - Patron Saint of Cancer 

*These Masses will be livestreamed on the parish website 
www.bognorcatholicparish.co.uk  

Second Collection  
This weekend - Arundel Cathedral 

Maintenance Fund 
This collection can be Gift Aided 

Prayers for the Faithful Departed 
Please write your loved ones’ name(s) 

on the list available in the churches 
which will be brought to the altar for 
prayer at Masses during the month of 

November 



Dear Brothers and Sisters 

It is generally recognised, in time past, that to be the possessor of something like a sword meant that you 
could, in theory, be king over any group.  The threat of violence and the means to pursue it was enough 
to put the possessor at the pinnacle of society.  Unless someone wrested it from your hands.  In which 
case you had better watch out. 

Human leadership and authority are often, perhaps most often, vested in power and that power used to 
impose a will on a people - known as subjects, of course.  In return for loyalty and obedience there is also 
a kind of contract that the wielder of power will also be the place of last resort in disputes and the 
protector of the people.   So, justice and peace we might say.  Somehow, though power began not to be 
vested in those most suited to wield it but in powerful families and clans, or tribes.  Justice came to be 
what you could buy, or influence. 

Israel’s leadership is of this order.  A powerful man - Saul - is chosen by the people.  He wages wars on 
Israel’s enemies and unites the tribes.  But his leadership fails and David is chosen - not by the people this 
time but by Samuel, the prophet.  So we begin to see the divine right of kings to rule.  David’s rise to the 
kingship is a rocky road marked with failures, tricky political moments, personal crisis, and perhaps above 
all faithfulness.  He is genuinely loved by and approved by the people and becomes a sort of archetype of 
what kingship could and should be - a true shepherd of his people.  He is promised that his descendants 
also will rule.  But by the time of Jesus, this is just a pipe dream.  There is no king and anyone who raises 
up a rebellion and opposes the Romans is swiftly deposed and forgotten. 

Apart, that is, from Jesus.  Interestingly he carries no sword and tells his followers that those who live by 
the sword shall die by the sword.  He opposes violence and fights injustice and oppression, not in kind, 
but with weapons of compassion, reconciliation, kindness and gentleness.  He genuinely loves all his 
people - especially the poor and downtrodden but when faced with the most direct challenge refuses to 
meet strength with strength, violence with violence, injustice with injustice, hatred with hatred. He 
instead is silent in the face of false witness.  He reminds Pilate that he is a king but not a King he, Pilate, 
would recognise and, instead of others dying to protect his royal person, he dies to save them.  He also 
directs our attention away from the power plays of this world - so often petty and small minded - to the 
things that matter.  To be king of a dunghill is to be a king but not much.  To be king over a people brings 
power and wealth and privilege - and problems.  But Jesus is king of, well, everything - not just 
everywhere but also across time.  He is the King of the Universe, the King of the living and of the dead.  
And no one can wrest his kingdom from him.  He died to inaugurate it and rose to new life to reign over it 
until one day it is all given back to the Father and all things become one in the One. 

With my love and prayers. 

Fr David Benedict 

Quite Day at Storrington Priory - Thursday 4th December 10am - 3.30pm A talk, guided 
prayer and simple lunch.  For more information and to book email storrington@chemin-neuf.org 

Celebrating Advent 

• Deanery Advent Reconciliation Services: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’ 
Sunday 7th December 3pm, Arundel Cathedral - Tuesday 16th December, 7pm Our Lady of Sorrows 

• Ecumenical Advent Sunday service 30th November, 11am starting at St Richard’s, Slindon and 
concluding at St Mary’s, Slindon. Everyone most welcome. 

• Saturday 6th December - All are invited to support this event to share the Gospel Story of Christ’s 
Birth, do come along with or without a costume!  Join the procession outside Bognor Regis Methodist 
Church, 76 High Street, the procession starts at 11.45am along the High Street and gathers opposite 
Holland and Barratt for the Nativity and Brass band.  Afterwards, Our Lady of Sorrows will be hosting 
refreshments in the Parish Centre, please do bring some mince pies to share if you can. 

• In preparation for Christmas, you are warmly invited to two evenings of gentle reflection on Scripture 
on Thursdays 11th & 18th December 7.30pm to 9pm in the Parish Centre (following evening Mass at 
7pm). Led by David Beresford, whose warm and welcoming style makes Scripture easy to understand, 
we will “open the doors” of Advent by exploring God’s Word together - the first week focusing on the 
Old Testament, the second on the New Testament.  Drinks and light refreshments will be provided. 
Come and enjoy a peaceful space to pause, listen, and prepare your heart for the birth of Christ. 



Parish Pantomime 
If you are in year 3 or above at school, how would you like to be a dancer in our next Parish Pantomime, 
Treasure Island?  It’s loads of fun.  We rehearse on Saturday mornings from 9am until 10.30am in St 
Mary’s Hall and then also on Sunday afternoons from 2pm until 4pm after Christmas. 

The shows are on the Thursday, Friday and Saturday of the February half-term.  You don’t need any 
experience to take part.  If you would like to know more please contact Liz Lucas on 01243 863833 or 
email: thinkinggardner@hotmail.com. 

Knights of St Columba - Bognor Regis Update 
On 19th October, we joyfully welcomed Brothers Stephen and Joy into the Order, as part of our growing 
membership dedicated to supporting our priest and the wider mission of charity. We also look forward to 
soon welcoming David, who will be joining the Order in the near future.   

The Knights of St Columba have now sent their fifth lorry of medical supplies and dry goods to Ukraine, 
thanks to the generosity of parishioners and the leadership of Brother John Burnett.  As the need 
continues, we warmly invite further donations of non-perishable food, dry goods, crutches and mobility 
aids, to help us send another lorry in the coming weeks.  To ensure we can manage storage effectively, 
please do not drop off donations to the church or parish office and contact Brother John Burnett before 
bringing any items Tel 01243 862234. 

Together, we live out the mission and values of the Knights - Charity, Unity, and Fraternity  in service, in 
faith, and in fellowship. 

St Anthony's Christmas Fayre Saturday 6th December 10.30am to 12.30pm 
There will be Tea, Coffee and Cakes served, plus Cakes, Raffle, Books, Jewellery, Gifts, Christmas 
Decorations, Toys & Games for sale.  We are still taking donations which can be left at the Parish Centre 
or St Anthony’s after Tuesday’s Mass or phone Graham Darby on 01243 262467 who has kindly agreed to 
come and collect items. 

Operation elf: Give the gift of Christmas to a child with a parent in prison 
This Christmas 200,000 children are missing a loved one due to imprisonment. Together we 
can ensure we can spread a little Christmas cheer to families and children who are separated 
at Christmas. 

How does it work? At the doors of all three churches, you’ll find Christmas tags noting a child’s name, 
age, gender who has a parent/sibling in prison. Please take one and buy a gift card or this year a physical 
gift to the value of £15. If a gift card, you decide where the gift card should be from depending on the 
info you know about them. A nice additional touch is to buy a small chocolate Santa / Christmas sweets 
and place in a Christmas gift bag with the gift card. If a physical gift please put in a gift bag (no wrapping 
paper please, the prison needs to be able to inspect each gift). 

Then deliver your gift bag incl gift card and chocolate/sweets by Sunday 7th December to the collection 
points in OLOS, St Anthony’s, St Richards’s churches, or the Parish Centre, and please note the age and 
gender of the child your gift is for.  These gifts will be gifted to children at their Christmas visit when 
seeing Dad or their brother at HMP Ford.  

Catholic Young Adults Christmas Party! 
All aged 18- 30 welcome - come and celebrate with us at St Peter’s, Witterings, from 5pm on Saturday 
6th December.  There’ll be Mass, great company, festive vibes., and plenty of Christmas cheer.  Need a 
lift? Rides available from St Richard’s in Chichester (offers of lifts also welcome!).  RSVP Olivia by 3rd 
December 07411 951297 

Peter Brown RIP 
Sue Brown and all the family would like to thank all those who joined us for Peter’s funeral, and very 
much appreciate everyone’s prayers and the support they have been given at this difficult time. 

Are you dealing with a bereavement? Or with another significant loss in your life?   
And would you like some support?   

The Parish Ministry of consolation team invite you to drop in to the Parish Centre for some chat, some 
prayer, and some refreshment, from 6pm on Thursday 4th December. (We will finish in time for Mass at 
7pm).  


