
rhe Catholic Parish of Bognor Regis and Slindon
21st September2025 -Twenty Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time -Year C

Fr David Benedict Osborne -david.osborne@abdiocese.org.uk
Fr Tomasz Mezyk (Polish Mission) -07771 413345

Parish Secretary: Caroline Battersby -bognor@abdiocese.org.uk
Parish Administrator: Abigail Leggatt (for building matters) -admin.bognor@abdiocese.org.uk
Parish Safeguarding Rep: Liz Bedford -07456 420108/sgl.bognor@abdiocese.org.uk
Please Note new email for Liz Bedford Parish Safeguarding Rep

The Parish Centre, Hislop Walk, Bognor Regis, West Sussex, P021 UP Tel: (01243) 823619
Website: www.bognorcatholicparish.co.uk

E
r o
a ;

( U H

t o

(Q
Q .

Email: bognor@abdiocese.org.uk

Our Lady of Sorrows, Clarence Road, Bognor Regis, P021IJX

St Anthony of Viareggio, Gossamer Lane, Bognor Regis, P021 3DD

St Richard of Chichester, Top Road, Slindon, BN18 ORG
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St Mary's Catholic Primary School Head of School Mrs Kathryn Cole B'Ed Hon NPQH
Executive Headteacher. Mr Peter Edgington BA (Flons) NPQFI

Glamis Street, Bognor Regis, West Sussex P021IDJ Tel: (01243) 822287 Email: ofice@stmarysbognor.co.uk
St Philip Floward Catholic School Heoc/teocber: Mr Tim FluIse
Elm Grove South, Barnham, West Sussex P022 OEN Tel: (01243) 552055 Email: office@sphcs.co.uk
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This September I'm entering into the second year of aProfessional Doctorate in Ministry at St Mary's
University Twickenham. The course has been designed for people, such as myself, who are interested in
further research within an area of ministry, whilst they also continue working in the field. For my part. I've

been working in school chaplaincy for the past 13 years and am now working for the Bosco Catholic Education
Trust as Director of Chaplaincy as well as for the Diocesan Education Service as Chaplaincy Coordinator.

Working in the sector I've seen that there are real issues that need grappling with around initial and ongoing
formation, recruitment, and retention of spirit led successful school chaplains. The mission of our Catholic
schools is so vital to the future sustainability of the Church, and I've seen firsthand how achaplaincy provision
can enable students to find an authentic, beautiful, personal faith.

Ifelt compelled, therefore, to dedicate some time to research these issues for myself, working towards aPhD
in this subject area. My goal is to discover the best ways to promote and support chaplaincy in Catholic
schools so as best advise schools and leaders in their vocation to foster the faith in young people. I'm so

grateful that the parish has been financially supporting my research thus far. Without this kindness from the
parish and others, it would not be possible for me to undergo this study. Please do pray for our schools and
all those working in school chaplaincy as they continue to share the Gospel with passion and patience.

TToere^ McAI cwto^o/

R o g n o r s S . S ' - n r t o ’ t . . ,

#/^i^simply facebook.com/bognorslindoncatholicparish
i j r t ' i s h



St Andrew Kim Taegon,
Paul Chong Hasang and Companions

Requiem in AeternumSaturday 20th

Your prayers are asked for all those
who have died recently:

Jill Taylor RIP
We also remember all whose

ann i ve rsa r i es occu r abou t t h i s t ime :

Mary McMahon, Reynold Emburton,
Peggy Barron, Bob Wanten, Monica
Fortin, Brian O'Shea, Len Allen, Eric
Dunn-Coleman, Joy Kilkenny, Irish

Osborne, Cyril Gregory, Jim Hubbard,
Kathleen O'Gorman, Kathleen Eagle

Maria Widdrington RIPS t R i c h a r d ' s 9 . 3 0 a m

People of the Parish6 p mO L O S

Twenty Fifth Sunday in Ordinary TimeSunday 21st

9 a m * P e t e r J o n e s R I PO L O S

P e t e r J o n e s R I PO L O S 1 1 a m

Monday 22nd

1 0 a m * In ten t ions o f the Pr ies tO L O S

St P ius of P ie t re lc ina 'Padre Pio 'Tuesday 23rd Prayers For The Sick
Your prayers are asked for:

Arthur Wicks, Michael King, Edward
Earl, Jill Taylor, Hilary Ceppa, Teresa
Willcocks, Lucia Elsom, Mo Moore,

Janet Smith, Baby Elliott, Paula Rathke
At the end of each month, this list of

friends and parishioners who are sick will
be brought to the altar with the prayer

intentions on the Prayer Board at
OLS. The new month will begin anew list.

In ten t ions o f the Pr ies tSt Anthony's 9.30am

Our Lady of WalsinghamWednesday 24th

1 0 a m * Rita Smith RIPO L O S

Thursday 25th

Intentions of the Willcocks FamilyO L O S 7pm

Friday 26th

1 1 . 3 0 a m * Requiem: Peter Charles Jones RIPO L O S
S a c r a m e n t o f R e c o n c i l i a t i o n

Is available after weekday Masses at
Our Lady of Sorrows and in the half
hour before the Saturday Vigil and

Sunday Masses. Or, by appointment.

St Vincent de PaulSaturday 27th

K a t h l e e n O ' G o r m a n R I PS t R i c h a r d ' s 9 . 3 0 a m

Jim Hubbard Anniversary RIPO L O S 6 p m
S a c r a m e n t o f t h e S i c k

Please contact Fr David
Te l 0 1 2 4 3 8 2 3 6 1 9

Sunday 28th Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Anthony Cox RIPO L O S 9 a m

People of the Parish1 1 a m *O L O S Celebrating baptism is ajoy for
families, and for the parish family, and
we're delighted to welcome families
looking to celebrate this wonderful gift
of God. To register for the next
preparation course please contact the
Par i sh o ffice .

*These Masses will be livestreamed on the parish
website www.bognorcatholicparish.co.uk

M a s s e s i n P o l i s h
Saturday 6pm St Anthony's
Sunday 9am St Anthony's 4pm Our Lady of Sorrows

A d o r a t i o n
During time spent in the presence of
the Lord your prayers are particularly
asked for an end to the continuing
conflict in Gaza, Ukraine and in so many
other places around the world.
Please also pray for those discerning the
vocation of priesthood.

Mondays after 10am Mass
Prayers in honour of St Peregrine -Patron Saint of Cancer

Rosary -Lady Chapel Our Lady of Sorrows
Wednesdays after 10am Mass

Adoration and Rosary—St Richard's
Wednesdays 9.30am to 10.30am

Adoration -St Anthony's
Thursdays 11.30am to 12.30pm

Adoration Our Lady of Sorrows
Fridays after 10am Mass until 11.30am

S e c o n d C o l l e c t i o n t h i s w e e k e n d
Evangelia Gaudium Day
Home Mission Sunday



Dear Bro thers and S is te rs

Ifew years ago now the Rector of one of our seminaries asked me to provide spiritual direction for one of
the seminarians who, he said, had "his head so far in the clouds that he was no earthly use." Ouch! A
little harsh but perhaps wise.

Here is revealed another mystery and aparadox. To be in the world, but not of the world. To be
innocent as doves but as wise as serpents. And today to note that, "the sons of this world are more
shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light". Often to be aChristian is to be
thought of as dangerously naive; foolish even.

The Gospel parable is astrange one indeed and, one may well ask whether astory told by Jesus has been
"bent" alittle out of shape to fit in with another, not originally intended theme. Who know? Idon't, so
we can only work with the text as it is presented to us.

The story seems to be drawing acomparison with who we look to for approval and "justification. The
cruel master recognises in his soon to be ex servant alike minded individual. Should we follow? There
are definitely worldly ways and it is easy to step out of line to fit in with those ways. Indeed as Iwrite this
the death of Robert Redford has just been announced who famously played aDemocrat presidential
candidate (in The film The Candidate) who starts out with high ideals but who, as he approaches electoral
success, accommodates himself more and more to things he doesn't believe in in order to get elected.
Birds of afeather flock together is asaying and could well be about how people with certain ambitions
come together and ignore other, more important ideals such as truth and compassion.

But, back to the Gospel. What to make of all this? The next line says "And Itell you, make friends for
yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal
dwellings." Ican only think that Jesus means by "unrighteousness" being associated with Him who would
be condemned for his unrighteousness and executed. He it is we must look to even as we live and move
and toil here below. He is our friend and example and. He says, by our side even as we struggle to
navigate this moral maze and complex world.

With my fond best wishes and prayers

Fr Bened i c t

St Philip Howard Applications -Supplementary Information Forms
For those families making an application to St Philip Howard for Admission in September 2025, Fr David
will be available to sign the Supplementary Information form in the Parish Centre between 6pm and 7pm
on Friday 26th September. Please bring acopy of your child's baptismal certificate. Young people are
very welcome to come along, but it is not essential.

Preparation for First Reconciliation and Holy Communion 2026
As afirst step towards sacramental preparation we will be beginning our Parenting for Faith course on
Thursday 2nd October over 7evenings, 7pm to 8.45pm in the Parish Centre, ending on 27th November.
This course is for parents and carers of children in Year 3and above and forms an important part of our
sacramental programme for First Holy Communion.

There will be an information and registration meeting on Sunday 28th September after the 11am Family
Mass in Our Lady of Sorrows. We look forward to seeing you and supporting you and your children in
your journey of faith.

CAFOD Harvest Fast Day -Friday 3rd October
In this Jubilee year we are invited to be pilgrims of hope for those like ayoung Ethiopian mother. Ware,
who has been helped, alongside 300 other families, to feed her family by having access to an
underground well built by CAFOD. Other communities are longing for this lifesaving help and hope which
is grounded in God's love. Envelopes and prayer cards will be available on the weekend of 27th/28th
September. For more information visit cafod.org.uk



Emmaus Group -Accompanying people enquiring about Catholic faith
Our Emmaus Group is agathering that helps people to explore the Catholic faith and what it means to
live as afollower of Jesus as part of the Catholic community and to prepare for full communion with the
Church through the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and the Eucharist.

The group will meet on Tuesday 23rd September at 7.30pm in the Parish Centre. If you, or anyone you
know, would be interested in joining the group, please do come along. All are welcome.

Do you want to find out more about Christian belief in the context of our challenging lives and
troubled times? Are you curious about what and why Christians believe what they do? Then
maybe the Alpha course is for you.

Come and join our next course at Our Lady of Sorrows Parish Centre, Hislop Walk, Bognor Regis P021ILP
(at the back of the church) on Wednesday 1st October at 7pm for asimple meal, interesting film and a
chance, in aconvivial environment, to ask searching questions about faith. Everyone is welcome,
whatever your experience of church. The evening is completely free of charge and there is no pressure to
sign up for more. Simply come and seel

To book on the course, or for more details, e-mail Liz at alphabognor@gmail.com, phone the office or
simply turn up!

CAFOD Harvest Soup/Cheese Lunch
You are invited by the CAFOD team to aHarvest Fast Day Lunch on Wednesday 1st October at St
Anthony's, 12.30pm. As well as enjoying time together, there will be aquiz and an opportunity to make
adonation to share what we have with those who are struggling to meet the every day needs of their
hungry families. For more information: Gabrielle 07736 814364

St Anthony's Cream Tea
Thank you to all who attended and for your generosity. After expenses £165.83 was raised for St
Anthony's charities.

You are invited to come and support our parish Harvest Thanksgiving Mass at 9:30 on September 27th
in St Richard's Slindon. This annual event is always good fun, as well as supporting our local homeless
charity and reminding us of God's goodness to us. If you are able, please bring adonation of food, in
thanksgiving; immediately after Mass, the fresh food will be auctioned in aid of Stonepillow, the tinned
and packaged food will be donated directly to Stonepillow.

Young Adults Group -St Richard's, Cawley Road, Chichester
The Young Adults Group (18-30) meet monthly for Mass followed by Pizza and another termly activity.
All young adults are warmly invited to our First Mass of the new academic year on Sunday 28th
September at 5.30pm. Come, celebrate then sbck around for pizza and achance to hang out with friends
o l d a n d n e w.

Family Quiz Night
Organised by the Knights of St Columba in memory of the Rev Deacon Alistair Anderson. The annual
Family Quiz night will be on Saturday 27th September, 7.30pm to 9.30pm in the Parish Centre. Aquiz of
two halves with Refreshments/Raffle/Fun 1Tickets will be available after all Masses, £1 each.

Many thanks to all you give to the parish. If you are eligible
to Gift Aid your donation, we are able to claim an additional
25% from the Government. Since January we have received
£11,550 in Gift Aid recovered from the Government. This is
avaluable source of income to the Parish, if you are aUK
taxpayer and wish to Gift Aid your donation forms are
available in the churches, on our website or via the Parish
Office, donations can be made by Standing Order or in
weekly envelopes. If you have any queries please do contact
the Par i sh o f fice .

Offertory Collections August
Offertory Plate Collections £3,233.15
Gift Aid Envelopes
B a n k e r s O r d e r s
C o n t a c t l e s s M a c h i n e s
C A F d o n a t i o n s

£ 8 9 1 . 5 0

£5,341.00
£ 4 1 6 . 0 0

£ 50.00

£9,931.65


