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The
Parish Team

Fr David writes...

Dear Sisters and Brothers

| read a book not long go called Humankind: A Hopeful History by Dutch historian Rutger Bregman. In this
book he writes, somewhat surprisingly, of humanity’s actual, deep desire for, and pursuit of, peace - that we
aren’t actually all that fond of violence and conflict and that we are altruistic and friendly, sociable, and
cooperative by nature. It was a compelling read and nearly, ever so nearly, convincing.

| came away with the feeling that yes, we do desire to get along, yes we desire to cooperate, yes, we do desire
for a certain something that is hard to explain or describe and which is so often just tantalisingly out of reach.
I’d put it quite simply as: peace. We desire all things to be, well, right. For there to be proper justice. Right
relationships with each other and with ourselves. But try as we can we aren’t capable, it seems, of quite
making it happen - something or somebody always gets in the way.

Bregman cites in his book the famous Christmas truces of 1914 where British and German troops put down
their arms and crossed over into no-man’s land to exchange a few words initially, but later to exchange gifts of
chocolate, brandy, cigarettes and even to have a game of football. The machine said shoot anything that
moves. The human heart, touched by the simple message of Christmas said “reach out.”

Christmas is actually, really, all about a reaching out. It is God himself reaching out to a humanity that can’t
quite close the gap towards Him. We long for peace and right relationships but some people confuse strength
and power as the tools to provide those things. God provides weakness and smallness and vulnerableness
instead. In WWI the “poor” man - the common foot soldiers', not the generals', instinct was to recognise a
moment of solidarity with other, poor, human beings and reach across to them. God the Father reaches across
the divide to us by sending us His Son, not as a mighty warrior or a successful business man or a powerful
politicians who can “get things done”, but as a child. In a stable. Away from home and family.

It is the power of this mystery that keeps even the most jaded person wondering with John Betjeman - “and is
it true? And is it true?” Can this be the source of our hope and the answer to all our longings? | believe it to be
so. | think you do too although both of us struggle to make sense of the world in which we find ourselves now
and join it up to the message of Christmas. However the answer doesn’t lie in the Trumps, Putins and ‘right’
thinking leaders but in God’s way. Our job as Catholics is to be doers of God’s way not just at Christmas but all
year.

So | take this opportunity to wish you a holy and blessed Christmas tide and a prosperous New Year. | hope
that those you love will draw close to you and that you will feel that tug in the heart of the mysterious
presence of God who comes to announce peace to those nearby and to those far off. | will also take this
opportunity to offer my thanks to you for all your kindness and support over the last year, for your Christmas
offering which is always appreciated and to ask for your and God’s blessing as we look to the future together.

With my love and prayers

Fr David Benedict Osborne
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Our
Churches

Our Lady of Sorrows, Clarence Road, Bognor Regis, PO21 1JX
St Anthony of Viareggio, Gossamer Lane, Bognor Regis, PO21 3DD
St Richard of Chichester, Top Road, Slindon, BN18 ORG

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School Head of School Mrs Kathryn Cole B’Ed Hon NPQH

é £y Executive Headteacher: Mr Peter Edgington BA (Hons) NPQH
_8 8 Glamis Street, Bognor Regis, West Sussex PO21 1DJ Tel: (01243) 822287 Email: ofice@stmarysbognor.co.uk
=
8 & || St Philip Howard Catholic School ~ Headteacher: Mr Tim Hulse
Elm Grove South, Barnham, West Sussex PO22 OEN Tel: (01243) 552055 Email: office@sphcs.co.uk
Saturday 20th Christmas Offering to
St Richard’s 9.30am | Mr R J Wilton RIP _ the Priest.
OLOS 6pm | Deceased of the Moore Family The Chrls.tma_s coIIe_ct'lons
can be Gift Aided either on
Sunday 21st Fourth Sunday of Advent the contactless machines or
N . using the envelopes
OLOS 9am People of the Parish orovided at the front of the
OoLOoS 1lam™ |Eddie Rafferty RIP church
Monday 22nd .
y Christmas Masses
OLOS 10am* | Georgina Tout RIP in Polish
Tuesday 23rd Christmas Eve
8pm Our Lady of Sorrows
St Anthony’ s 9.30am |George Rafferty RIP 12am St Anthony’s

Wednesday 24th Our Lady of Sorrows

Christmas Eve

First Mass of Christmas S5pm*
Midnight Mass 11.30pm*

Wellbeing of the Crespi Family
Mary Stack RIP

Midnight Mass
Christmas Day
9am St Anthony’s
4pm Our Lady of Sorrows

Thursday 25th Our Lady of Sorrows

Christmas Day

‘Shepherds’ Mass at Dawn 9am*

People of the Parish

At the 5pm Mass of
Christmas children are
invited to sing ‘Away in a
Manger’ around the Crib

Sacrament of

Reconciliation
Is available after weekday
Masses at Our Lady of
Sorrows and in the half hour
before the Saturday Vigil and
Sunday Masses. Or, by
appointment.

Christmas Day Mass 11lam* [Elizabeth McWey RIP

Friday 26th St Stephen
OLOS 10am* |Eva Marguerite Marsh RIP
Saturday 27th St John

St Richard’s 9.30am |Rev Victor Cook RIP

OLOS 6pm |People of the Parish
Sunday 28th The Holy Family
OoLOoS 9am* |Joanna Derkacz RIP

OLOS 11lam* [lvy & Lionel Short RIP

Sacrament of the Sick
Please contact Fr David
Tel 01243 823619

Your prayers are asked for allthose whose anniversaries occur about this time
Amelia Clark, Maureen Pollock, Kieran Hicky, Georgina Tout, Bernard Davis, Gordon Reynolds,
Rosemary Hartley, Mary Stack, Vera O’Gorman, Baby Pauline Stevenson, Fr Victor Cook, Paul Rooney,
Deidre Sobey, Victor Leakey, Anna Amaladoss, George Johnson, Margaret Jane Andrews, Grainger Kit,

John Urquhart, Catherine Sykes, Brian Ayling, John Hickey, Roy Fernandes, Christina Flood, Terence
Pink, Paul Deasey Snr, Kathleen Mulhall, lan McCabe, Denis Lindsell, Canon Dennis Barry, Joan de Poortere,
Maura Rigby, Madeleine O’Gorman, Megan Spence, Olive Harrison, Wendy Willcocks, Noreen O’Connor,
Catherine Thomas, Chris Baker, Linda Gwen, Veronica Mathe, Thomas Byrne, Leonore Cosgrave, Catherine
Higgins, Sheila Burke, Pasty Cox, Jerzy Mazurek, Anthony Wood




Monday 29th St Thomas Becket
OLOS 10am* [Intentions of Fiona Johnson
Tuesday 30th

St Anthony’s  9.30am |Anna Amaladoss RIP Anniversary

Crib Collection
Our Christmas Crib
__ Offering will be
-= donated to the
Catholic Children’s
Society Arundel and Brighton Crisis

Wednesday 31st Fund. This provides direct support to
OLOS 10am* | Vicky Hennessy RIP Igcal children and fa.m|I|es |.n.0l‘1r
diocese who are facing a crisis in
Thursday 1st January Mary, Mother of God their lives.
OoLOoS 11lam™ | Mary Devine In Thanksgiving Second Collection
Friday 2nd St Basil & St Gregory . 10t_h'11th January
In aid of Friends of the Holy Land
OoLOS 10am* |Helen Osborne RIP Caring for Christians living with
extreme suffering and injustice in the
Saturday 3rd Occupied Palestinian Territories.
St Richard’s  9.30am [Wellbeing of the Black Family I':‘[rowdmg |21m|ed|ate rf“ef:hni It(;ng-
0LOS 6pm |Peter Brown RIP erm practical support, o that they
can remain in the land of their
Sunday 4th Second Sunday of Christmas birthright and have hope to survive
OLoS 9am™* | People of the Parish Adoration
OoLOS 11am* |lan McCabe RIP St Richard’s
Monday 5th Adoration & Rosary will resume on
Wednesday 7th January 9.30am to
OLOS 10am* | Betty Burnett RIP 10.30pm
St Anthony’s
Tuesday 6th The Epiphany of the Lord Will resume on Thursday 8th January
11.30am to 12.30pm
OLOS 10am* [Jim Hubbard RIP Our Lady of Sorrows
OLOS 7pm |People of the Parish Will resume on Friday 9th January
Wednesday 7th after 10am Mass until 11.30am
OLOS 10am* | Catherine Higgins RIP The Parish Office will be closed
Thursday 8th from Tuesday 23rd December until
2nd January due to staff holidays.
OLOS 7pm | Kitty Breslin & Margaret Jane O’Neill RIP ]
Prayers For The Sick
Friday 9th Your prayers are asked for:
Peter McKay, Barry Leggatt,
OLOS 10am* | Leonore Cosgrave RIP Anniversary Fr Sebastian Paul, Dexter
Greenwood, Lisa Edwards, Joan
Saturday 10th ! !

4 Sheilds, Arthur Wicks, Michael King,
StRichard’s ~ 9.30am |Intentions of the Priest Edward Earl, Hilary Ceppa, Teresa
OoLOoS 6pm |Henry McGarry RIP Anniversary Willcocks, Lucia Elsom, Mo Moore,

Janet Smith, Baby Elliott, Paula
Sunday 11th The Baptism of the Lord Rathke
N ) At the end of each month, this list of
OLOS 9am™ |Ann & David Holste RIP friends and parishioners who are sick
OLOoS 11lam* | People of the Parish

*These Masses will be livestreamed on the Parish Website
www.bognorcatholicparish.co.uk

will be brought to the altar with the
prayer intentions on the Prayer Board
at OLS. The new month will begin a
new list.




Welcome to the Parish If you are new to the parish or visiting on holiday please introduce yourself to
one of the Welcomers in the church at the Saturday evening and Sunday Masses. They will be happy to
help with introductions and any queries you may have.

From St Anthony’s
We are pleased to announce that St Anthony’s Advent Service on Sunday 14th December raised £246.20
and a number of food items for Bognor Regis Foodbank. Many thanks to all who supported this event.

Thank you from Operation EIf
Over 100 Christmas gifts were delivered to Ford Prison from the parishioners of Bognor Regis
& Slindon Catholic parish.

These will be given to Dad’s with school age children who will in turn give these gifts to their children
when they come on their Christmas visit.

Operation Elf is a project run by Pact — Prison Advice & Care Trust, England & Wales’ national Catholic
prison charity. To find out more on how to volunteer and pray for Pact’s work visit
www.prisonadvice.org.uk

Exploring the vocation to teaching in our diocesan schools
online event -Tuesday 13th January - 5.30pm to 6.30pm
If you are interested in hearing more about the vocation to teaching and what teaching in a Catholic
school involves, Dave Legrand, Diocesan Secondary RE Advisor, will be running this online information
event. This event would be suitable for anyone considering a career change or simply interested in
finding out more about the role of teachers in our Catholic schools for any age group or for any subject
specialism. To book a place, please use the link: abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/vgrcnwzj

Society of Our Lady of Lourdes Annual Pilgrimage 2026
Friday 22nd May to Friday 29th May
You are welcome to join our pilgrimage. To register your interest, please visit www.soll-lourdes.com or
Tel 020 8848 9833. Assisted pilgrims - and their families if they wish - stay at the Accueil Notre Dame
inside the Sanctury with 24 hour medical care and support as needed. Please register so that our medical
team can send you an application form. Volunteer helpers can find our more about the various roles on
the SOLL website or by phone.

Day of Reflection for Ministers of the Word
Saturday 24th January 11am-4pm St Michael’s Church High Salvington, BN13 3AL

Led by Bishop Richard and Catherine Christmas, Liturgy and Music Adviser. On the weekend of the
Sunday of the Word of God, this day will include talks on the Scriptures, the Lectionary and its use in the
Liturgy, the Liturgy of the Word, and preparing to minister as a reader. There will be a time of Lectio
Divina, and the day will conclude with the celebration of Mass.

To book a place go to the Events page of the Diocesan website W: www.abdiocese.org.uk/diocese/events
If you have any questions about this day, do not hesitate to contact Catherine Christmas at E:

: catherine.christmas@abdiocese.org.uk

Offertory Collections November Many thanks to all you give to the parish. If you are eligible
Offertory Plate Collections £2846.98 to Gift Aid your donation, we are able to claim an additional

Gift Aid Envelopes £ 866.50 25% from the Government. Since January we have received
Bankers Orders £5,421.00  £18,385 in Gift Aid recovered from the Government. This is
Contactless Machines £ 503.00 a valuable source of income to the Parish, if you are a UK
CAF donations £ 50.00 taxpayer and wish to Gift Aid your donation forms are

£9,687.48 available in the churches, on our website or via the Parish
second Collections Office, donations can be made by Standling Order orin
Retired Priests Fund £266.53 weekly envelopes. If you have any queries please do contact

Cathedral Maintenance Fund £191.31 the Parish office.



https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabdiocese.churchsuite.com%2Fevents%2Fvqrcnwzj&data=05%7C02%7Cbognor%40abdiocese.org.uk%7Cef0400e561234e6a0eac08de3d7dfb4d%7C2bf5dbc217ef4efca1c9ab2dc4edefd0%7C0%7C0%7C639015808724293103%7CUnkno
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fc-b-f.org%2Fen%2FMaterials%2FBiblical-Resources%2FBiblical-Pastoral-Resources%2FSotWoG-2025%23english&data=05%7C02%7Cbognor%40abdiocese.org.uk%7Cff44dbb2e1024908c41d08de3286957d%7C2bf5dbc217ef4
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.abdiocese.org.uk%2Fdiocese%2Fevents&data=05%7C02%7Cbognor%40abdiocese.org.uk%7Cff44dbb2e1024908c41d08de3286957d%7C2bf5dbc217ef4efca1c9ab2dc4edefd0%7C0%7C0%7C639003751226388509%7CUnknown%7CTW
mailto:catherine.christmas@abdiocese.org.uk

