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My Journey in Faith - United by love
In this series, we invite parishioners to give a testimony about their journey of faith or an important moment on
that journey. Here Grazyna reflects on the many and various places she experienced God’s love.
As we journey through Advent towards Christmas I reflect on my own journey in faith.
I was born into a Catholic family, and we were very much close and active in our Parish. We were attending
Sunday mass, my brothers were altar boys. At home we would say rosary together. Specifically, I remember
that saying prayers nearly each evening helped us stay strong and optimistic in time when future of our
country was falling into a great chaos. As a family we were going to different shrines where after Mass we
would have picnic in some nice spot. The most memorable outing was when we went to welcome John Paul II
on his visit to Poland. What I recall from that great day was that the day was sunny, lots of people came to see
and hear the Pope speaking and we left with a wonderful feeling that we were not forgotten and on our own.
In my teenage years I went on a Pilgrimage to Czestochowa with people from my Parish. While walking we
would pray, sing, talk and listen to different speakers. I particularly liked missionaries speaking of their
experience of living in Africa. Through their eyes we could see contrasting cultures, traditions and because of
their enthusiasm and warmth we were able to recognise people who lived so far away from us as brothers and
sisters.
A few years later I was delighted to be invited to live alongside people with learning disabilities in Africa. What
I will always keep in my mind from that time is that a group from L’Arche came to meet me at the airport.
They were holding a big poster with words ‘Welcome to L’Arche Uganda’ and this gesture made me feel
instantly at home.
Each time I come to Mass at Our Lady of Sorrows I pray for all those wonderful people who helped me to
understand that God is love and we were created to respect and serve each other.
Grazyna Zdrojewska
facebook.com/bognorslindoncatholicparish

Requiem in Aeternum

Saturday 18th

OLOS

10am Pearl Lillian Butler RIP

OLOS

5.15pm Jerome Pesso RIP
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Sunday 19th

John Forry RIP

OLOS

8am

St Richard’s

9am Mr R J Wilson RIP

OLOS

10am Special Intentions

St Anthony’s

11am Paul Kilcoyne RIP

OLOS

6pm People of the Parish

Monday 20th
9.30am Intentions of the Priest

St Mary’s
OLOS

10am Requiem Philomena Connelly RIP

Tuesday 21st
9.30am Georgina Tout RIP

St Anthony’s
OLOS

10am George Rafferty RIP

Wednesday 22nd

10am Requiem Edward Rafferty RIP

OLOS
Thursday 23rd

10am Megan Louis-Marie RIP

OLOS
Friday 24th

10am Intentions of the Priest

OLOS

5pm Colin Lord RIP

OLOS
OLOS

Midnight Mary Stack RIP

St Richard’s

Midnight People of the Parish

Saturday 25th

Christmas Day

OLOS

8am Clifford & Nan Baker RIP

St Richard’s

9am Intentions of the Priest

OLOS

10am Intentions of the Claveria Family

St Anthony’s

11am People of the Parish

Sunday 26th

The Holy Family
Clifford & Nan Baker RIP

OLOS

8am

St Richard’s

9am Intentions of the Humphreys Family

OLOS

10am Rev Victor Cook RIP

St Anthony’s

11am People of the Parish

Your prayers are asked for all those who
have died recently.
We also remember all whose anniversaries
occur about this time:
Muriel Parrott, Saverio Macari, Amelia
Clark, Maud Coleman, Georgina Tout,
Gordon Reynolds Rosemary Hartley Mary
Stack, Vera O’Gorman, Baby Pauline
Stevenson, Fr Victor Cook, Paul Rooney

Prayers For The Sick
Your prayers are asked for
Baby Millie Bedford, Richard Green, Neil
Evans, Baby Menssa, Teresa Willcocks, Sue
Brayton, Chris & Sarah Simmons,Mercedes
Alvarez, Harold Pinkney, Kevin Blake, Kathy
Kramer, Jo Soriano, Bridget Orfila, Baby
Samuel, Nicholas Crespi, Vic Wood,
Anthony Simpson, Theresa McCaffie, Mary
McGuire, Peter Bardin, Jane Hazelgrove,
Brenda Cremmen, Tina Miles, Jo Oates,
Peggy Lennon, Theresa Mulvaney, Richard
Hazelgrove, Jo Cowie, Mary Gabrielle
Gregory, Patrick Dwyer, Trish & Don
Osborne, John Carr, Arthur Wicks, Moira
Deefholts, Susanne Tidmas-Cole, Teresa
Sweeney
Please contact the Parish Office of any
changes or additions to our Prayers.

Sacrament of the Sick
Please contact Fr Chris or Fr Graham
Tel 01243 823619

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10.30 - 11am or by appointment.

Advent Deanery Reconciliation
St Richard’s, Chichester
Tuesday 21st December 7pm

Christmas 10am Mass
Children are warmly invited to come to the
10am Mass on Christmas morning dressed
as someone from the Nativity story - angels,
shepherds, Kings, Marys, Josephs, oxen,
donkeys and sheep! - we'll all gather
together before Mass and bring the child
Jesus to the manger.
Please note there is no 6pm Mass on
Sunday 26th December

Christmas Mass bookings
In order to avoid overcrowding, and thus continue to make our Churches safe spaces for worship, we’re
limiting numbers able to attend our Christmas Masses. Please book a place through the parish
website. Please note: a place needs to be booked for every person.

Christmas posters
Please take away with you some of our lovely Christmas posters and display them in your homes, places
of work – anywhere where we can spread the good news at the heart of Christmas.

Covid-19 - updated guidance for Churches
The UK Government have updated Covid-19 Guidance to reflect the emergence of the Omicron variant.
Churches across our Diocese will continue to remain open for the celebration of public Mass, the
Sacraments, and private prayer. Let’s remind ourselves of some simple things we should all do to help
each other:
•
•

Face coverings – are once again compulsory in places of worship (unless exempt)
Hand sanitiser – please remember to use the hand sanitiser available at the door of the Church

Please support NHS Test and Trace by signing in with the QR code, or through the parish website here If
you can’t do these, you can share your details on the slips of paper at the Church door – please note,
these need to completed in their entirety.
In order to manage the numbers of people attending Mass at Christmas, we’ll be operating a booking

system through the parish website. Please do pass the word to friends and neighbours.

Adoration
Fridays after 10am Mass in Our Lady of Sorrows until 2pm
Could you come and spend one hour with the Lord. If you could help please contact Charles Yarham, to
add your name to the rota. Help is particularly needed with the 11am to 12pm slot. Email:
rooksfold@btinternet.com or Telephone 01243 582908
Please note there will be no Adoration on 24th December, 2021

This Weekend’s Second Collection will be for Christmas Flowers in our Churches
If you are able to help with decorating Our Lady of Sorrows on the 22nd and 23rd December please
contact Ann Holste Tel 01243 823391.

Our New Mass Schedule
Many thanks to all those who completed the slips about the best time for the Saturday Vigil Mass. Of the
107 responses, the results were are follows;
4pm (5 votes)
5pm (59 votes)
5.30pm (43 votes)
Therefore the Saturday evening Mass will be at 5pm beginning at St Anthony’s on the 1st of January.

Baptisms this Week

Our Lady of Sorrows
Saturday 18th December at 11.30am - Marcus Okonta

Celebrating baptism
Is a joy for families, and for the parish family, and we’re delighted to welcome families looking to
celebrate this wonderful gift of God. To register for the next preparation course please contact Angela
on 07760 224302.

Our Parish directories are now available in the churches - please do pick up a copy.

CAFOD Afghanistan Appeal
The humanitarian situation in Afghanistan is deteriorating. Hundreds of thousands of Afghans fled their
homes, compounding an existing crisis following periods of drought and decades of conflict. As winter
approaches, millions of people face hunger and extreme poverty. CAFOD have launched an emergency
appeal – more details here. Please donate to support CAFOD – here – and pray for all those affected in
the region.

The Synodal Path
The Synodal Path, begun by Pope Francis, invites us to engage in the process of addressing particular
questions posed by the Holy Father. The process in the Diocese and feedback need to be completed by
the last week in January. Copies of the briefing document For a Synodal Church, Communion,
Participation, Mission, Participants’ Guide can be found at https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/synod or from
the Parish Office.
Whilst individuals are welcome to use the materials and feedback on their own, the word ‘synod’ means
‘to gather together’ and so we’d like to invite people to join small groups. These would meet together
for 3 sessions in January (approx. 2 hrs). If you’d like to participate in this process, please contact Graham
Duxbury (g.duxbury@hotmail.co.uk 07768002043). At this point it would be useful if you could indicate
your preference for meeting in person in the Parish Centre, or by Zoom; and for morning, afternoon or
evening. It may be that you are a member of an already existing group in the parish. Perhaps your group
could reflect on the Synod questions?

Audio-visual refurbishment in Our Lady of Sorrows
As you know, we’ve been planning an audio-visual refurbishment in Our Lady of Sorrows for some time.
The plans have been approved by the Diocese, and on Thursday, the Historic Churches Committee also
approved them. Work will begin in due course to renew the sound system, integrating the choir with the
main system, installing screens for words to hymns and items such as the Bishop’s Pastoral messages,
and cameras to embed and improve our live-streaming. Please do chat to workers as you see them
around, and bear with any inconvenience as these works progress.

•

Looking for something different to Gift this Christmas?

CAFOD World Gifts: from energy saving stoves to weatherpoof crops to emergency shelters, CAFOD’s
virtual charity gifts help transform the lives of families living in poverty. Catalogues are available in
our churches or visit the CAFOD website cafod.org.uk
• Help the Planet and Plant a Tree! See leaflets in the church, suggested charities: World Forest
supporting Kenyan women www.worldforest.org; National Trust nationaltrust.org.uk ; St Columba’s
Barn - planting trees in Sussex info@st-columba.com.
Buy and then register your tree with the Parish Office to have a commemorative leaf placed on the trees
in the churches.

This Christmas in the Holy Land... There are others waiting to give birth in Bethlehem, wondering
how they will afford their hospital stay. There are believers in Nazareth needing urgent surgery that will
destroy their family finances. There are Christians in the Gaza who will stop taking medications they can
no longer afford, risking their lives.
That’s why Friends of the Holy Land works with other organisations in the region to provide grants
towards the cost of operations and ongoing prescriptions. To find out more and donate online please visit
www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk

Parish Shop Volunteers Needed Since re-opening the shop has proved popular, if you can spend an
hour after Mass to help the shop be more available to parishioners please contact the Parish Office or
Abby for more information.

