The Catholic Parish of Bognor Regis and Slindon
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Fr Chris Bergin - chris.bergin@abdiocese.org.uk
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13th September - Twenty-fourth Sunday of the Year - A

Our Lady of Sorrows, Clarence Road, Bognor Regis, PO21 1JX
St Anthony of Viareggio, Gossamer Lane, Bognor Regis, PO21 3DD
St Richard of Chichester, Top Road, Slindon, BN18 0RG

Parish Administrator: Anthony Jenkins
Parish Secretary: Caroline Battersby
Parish Safeguarding Rep: Liz Bedford - 07456 420108 / l.bedford@live.co.uk
The Parish Centre, Hislop Walk, Bognor Regis, West Sussex, PO21 1LP
Tel: (01243) 823619
Email: bognorcatholicparish@live.co.uk
www.bognorcatholicparish.co.uk
Newsletter items by Wed 1pm, please.

Mass is also celebrated in St Mary the Virgin (C of E), Church Lane, Barnham

My Journey in Faith - Back to Church
In this series, we invite parishioners to give a testimony about their journey of faith or an important moment
on that journey. Here David and Ros Parker reflect on what being able to come back to Mass after lockdown
has meant for them.
Ros and I will have been married for 50 years on July 3rd 2021 and for all of this time, apart from the first year,
we have lived in Bognor, and every Sunday (until Saturday Masses were introduced) we have attended Mass,
firstly at the Congregational Church in Newtown Avenue (where we also had a house), and later, when that
closed, at the Holy Cross Church in North Bersted, rented for a peppercorn rent from the Reverend Geoffrey
Tooley. Later, when that closed, we attended Mass at St Peregrine’s Church in Felpham. Then after moving to
Den Avenue in the Town Centre we attended Our Lady of Sorrows in Clarence Road, where we have attended
ever since. So as, along with the rest of the country, we found ourselves under Covid restrictions and found
that what we all considered was the one stable thing in our lifestyle, Mass on Sunday (Saturday) in Church,
was taken from us. No more congregation, no more collections, no more Priests, no more Holy Communion...
However, needs must, and through the technological marvel of the internet and computers for four months
we were able to have the Mass zoomed into our own homes, which for the most part worked well. The main
drawback being the inability to receive the Holy Eucharist. Then at last the Churches were opened, but the
social distancing rules, however, permit only a restricted number and thus the atmosphere is not the same,
and the compulsory wearing of masks during the service is difficult .
Despite all of this it is worth the discomfort to be able to be able to pray in Church and to be able to receive
Holy Communion. We can only hope that it will not be long before Covid is no more, or a Vaccine is found so
that the whole community can once again attend the Saturday and Sunday service.
David and Ros Parker
Keep up-to-date with what’s going on in the Church throughout the week,
follow Bognor Slindon Catholic Parish on Facebook & Instagram.
instagram.com/bognorslindoncatholicparish

facebook.com/bognorslindoncatholicparish

This Week’s Masses

Requiem in Aeternum

Saturday 12th

Your prayers are asked for all

St Richards

9.30am

Kathleen Casey RIP

OLOS

5.15pm

Simon Claridge RIP

Sunday 13th

John Maginnis, Nicholas Robson,
Gillian Barrow

Twenty Fourth Sunday

OLOS

10am

Monday 14th

People of the Parish
Exaltation of the Holy Cross

OLOS

10am

Tuesday 15th

Richard Deletante RIP
Our Lady of Sorrows

OLOS

10am

Wednesday 16th
OLOS

occur about this time - Liam Deasey, John

Deasey, Christine Ann Weller, Alistair
Anderson, Annie McGuire, Paul Hooker,
d’Arcy Edwards, Jean Reynolds.

Saints Cornelius & Cyprian

11am

OLOS

We also remember all whose anniversaries

Terry Sweeney, Ken Packham, James

Ted Baxter RIP

Requiem: Michael Gregory RIP

Friday 18th
10am

Requiem: Ian Bell RIP

Saturday 19th
St Richards

9.30am

Maria Widdrington RIP

OLOS

5.15pm

Ronnie Rittler RIP

Sunday 20th
OLOS

those who have died recently. -

Twenty Fifth Sunday
10am

Prayers For The Sick
Your prayers are asked for
Colm Callanan, Elizabeth McWey,
Michael Willcocks, Teresa Sweeney, Paris
Stevens, Margaret Grace
Please contact the Parish Office by email
for anyone you wish to be included in our
Prayers

People of the Parish

Our Lady of Sorrows 15th September

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays 4.30pm to 5.15pm - Our Lady of Sorrows.
Or by appointment, please contact Fr Chris.

Baptisms This Week
Our Lady of Sorrows, Saturday 19th, 12pm
Lacie Ann Rose Pope
St Richard’s, Sunday 20th, 1pm
William Lindsay Faraday Innes

Tuesday is the Feast of Our Lady of
Sorrows, one of our patronal feasts,
and an important feast for the
Servite family. Please ask Our Lady’s
prayers for all parishioners and for
all we try to do as followers of Jesus,
her Son.

Sunday Virtual Coffee
Join fellow worshipers for coffee after Sunday Mass
After 10am Mass on Sundays you are invited for coffee with fellow Mass goers via Zoom. A great
opportunity to connect with others in the Parish. What to expect... We begin by gathering in one
Zoom room and then divide into smaller breakout rooms for easier conversation. Around 11:30am we
gather back together to end. You are welcome to come and go as you wish.
Just click on the link on the website

Alpha
Explore life, faith and meaning
Are you interested in exploring the Christian faith? Do you have questions about life? Are you up for
meeting new people in the parish and beyond? Why not try Alpha?
What is Alpha? Alpha is a course with a series of sessions which explores the Christian faith. A chance
to discuss questions, to build community and to pray.
In the autumn term, we are hoping to run the Alpha course in the parish. This may look a little
different to the Alpha courses run in the parish before as we hope to gather via Zoom. Keep a look out
for further details in the newsletter and on the website.
SCHOOL VOLUNTEER
Inspire Younger Generations
Do you enjoy working with children and young people? Could you help to inspire and empower
children and young people in our Catholic schools and churches to bring alive their sense of global
justice? Could you give an assembly or a workshop in a local school?
Supported by CAFOD with training and resources, you will relish the time you spend discussing issues
of global justice with children and young people. You will add to parish and school life, complementing
the work of teachers, priests and catechists.
For more information contact your local CAFOD volunteer centre arundelandbrighton@cafod.org.uk
Mobile: 07710 094448

Season of Creation
This runs from the 1st September until the 4th October – the feast of St Francis of Assisi.
To mark this special Creation Time there is a novena to St Francis based on his beautiful Canticle of the
Sun. To pray this novena for a world under threat go to
Cafod.org.uk/novena

The pandemic shows us that “we have not heard the cry of the poor and our seriously ill planet.
This is a time to choose what matters and what passes away.”
(Pope Francis Urbi et Orbi 2020.)

Church open for Private Prayer
Many thanks to all those who give of their time to help with cleaning and welcoming allowing Our Lady
of Sorrows to be open for private prayer in the afternoons. However, the number of volunteers we
currently have mean that we will have to restrict our opening hours for the time being.
From Monday 14th September, Our Lady of Sorrows will be open for private prayer:

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday afternoons - 12noon to 3pm.
We’re always happy to welcome new volunteers - for Welcoming, please contact Mike and Miren
O’Brien (Parish Welcomer Co-Ordinators) on 07443 580058 or 01243 936310 or
michaelobrien27@sky.com; for cleaning, contact Fr Chris or the Parish Office. Thank you in advance!

Small Car Wanted
We are all looking forward to the arrival of Fr Victor in the Parish in October, and the many gifts he will
bring; one thing he’ll need is the use of a car! If any Parishioner has or knows of someone who has a
reliable small second hand car that would be suitable, please contact Fr Chris.

Unite Against Coronavirus
As we cope with coronavirus in the UK, we think of our sisters and brothers in developing countries
who are facing this pandemic with fragile health systems, some of which have almost no intensive care
beds or ventilators. Food prices have already risen with borders closing, the poorest are losing their
jobs and income with wholesale shutdowns. Furthermore, inadequate healthcare, lack of access to
washing facilities and limited ability to social distance will result in loss of life on an intolerable scale.
The likely impact will be devastating. We are one global family. In order to continue protecting and
improving the lives of those in poor communities, your prayers, gifts and voices are needed now more
than ever. Please visit cafod.org.uk/coronavirus to find out ways to give, act and pray in response to
this crisis.
Donations can be made through one of the following websites:
www.cafod.org.uk/coronavirus or through our parish CAFOD JustGiving page https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Our-Lady-of-Sorrows you can also contribute by supporting Colin and
Gabrielle on their daily walk for CAFOD through their JustGiving page by following the link https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Colin-Thorpe

Can you help?
A lady is looking for occasional overnight accommodation to help support a student with a disability
starting at Chichester University (Bognor Campus). If you can help, please call Deirdre on 07393
511000.
This has been a very difficult year for many couples. Retrouvaille is a program for
married couples that feel bored, disillusioned, frustrated, or angry in their marriage.
Some experience coldness. Others experience conflict. Most don’t know how to
change the situation or even communicate with their spouse about it.
This programme has helped 6,000 couples who were experiencing difficulties in their marriage in the
past year alone. There is no group therapy or group work. For confidential information about
‘Retrouvaille’ or to register for the next programme commencing with a Virtual weekend on 12th -15th
Nov 2020, call or text 0788 7296983 or 0797 3380443 - or email retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com or visit
www.retrouvaille.org.uk

Stress in Your
Marriage?

What can we learn during the pandemic? What vision should we
aspire to as Christians and people of faith moving forward
together? Saturday 26th Sept 2020, 10.45am - 1pm on Zoom
Prayer, Speakers, Small groups. All welcome, invite your friends
from other churches. Contact Pauline Webber for more information: webber.pauline@gmail.com or
email Catherine to register and receive the zoom link – catherine.martindale@abdiocese.org.uk
Diocese of Arundel and Brighton
Dialogue and Unity Event 2020 A New Normal for Christian Unity

